
 

 

 

 

 

Dear brethren, 

Greetings from New Zealand. We have been having a turbulent spring with all seasons in one day.  
Which means we are never dressed for the occasion.  Solomon says, in the OT that seasons are a 
part of life (Eccl. 3:1-8). If only we could embrace the seasons of our lives as willingly as we 
embrace the seasons of the year. It’s been said that the only thing that is constant is change; but 
unfortunately that’s what we tend to resist—especially if it means going outside our comfort zones.  
God has planned the seasons of our lives with infinite wisdom. Daniel says “He changes the 
times and seasons.” (Dan 2:21)  He has ordained each one, knowing exactly what fruit is to be 
harvested during each time frame. I believe that since His desire is to do us only good, He enjoys 
each season He plans for us. So why are we so prone to resist the season we’re in? It’s as if we are 
never satisfied. When it’s summer, we want fall. When it’s winter, we want summer.  When we are 
single, we want to be married. When we are married, we want children, and when we have children, 
we want them to be grown and out of the house. When the nest is finally empty, we miss them and 

want them back—at least for a little 
while. Learning to be content in our 
season, whatever challenges and 
trials come our way, is a challenge. 
Melinda and I are trying to learn 
(Phil 4:11) to be content in whatever 
circumstances we are in and yes it is 
“a learning process”. Learning to be 
content in our seasons, whether it is 
in our ministry or with our spiritual 
journey that God has us on. Or with 
our children’s and grandchildren’s 
spiritual wellbeing. Or physical 
stages of life and all that brings.   We 
are just trying to be content in our 
season knowing that it too will not 
last. So please pray for us as we 
learn this contentment in the season 
we are in.   
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The men’s challenge for 2016 went well 

this year with a great group from the 

Australian church coming too.   Having the 

Australians bring a great rivalry and 

friendly banter. We have learned over the 

years that men enjoy their food.  So we 

feed on the Word and then we eat out at 

restaurants which give us great discounts as we 

have so many men go. This year was no exception 

with Indian food and then Mongolian food with a 

spit roast thrown in-between. When the men eat 

well they are also ready for spiritual 

feeding which takes place as well 

and wonderful fellowship. Next year 

the Australians are talking about 

hiring a plane that can seat 20 

people as one of the brothers is a 

pilot and they would fly across the 

Tasman Sea to be with us. We will 

see.   

 Melinda continues to get the ladies together 

for their birthdays and 

have fellowship 

together. As well as 

teach the children’s 

classes.  She tries to 

mentor the younger 

women in their stage in 

life as well. 

At present I have been 

encouraging a dear 



brother and friend who is dying of three brain tumours.  Jim Mauldin and Marilyn (center) who 

lived in NZ for 10 years came back to visit NZ the church and to be with Barry.  Jim and myself 

took Barry (right) out for a game of golf. The three musketeers.   Barry still played better than both 

Jim or my self, despite his disabilities.   These are three wonderful friends.  It is never easy as 

many of you know to watch a brother and a wonderful friend slowly weaken. It has bought a lot of 

grief into my own life to watch his decline. Barry has been a wonderful friend, encourager, fishing 

buddy and golfing friend but most of all a spiritual companion.  Please pray for Barry and his wife 

Lorraine as they walk through the valley of the shadow of death. With live with hope and 

assurance that the Lord is with Him every step of the way. (Ps 23:4) Please keep them in your 

prayers.  

Recently we were with the Whakatane group and I preached and they put on a nice birthday 

party for me after the service. It was encouraging to experience their love for us. 

This month I was asked to speak in Melbourne, Australia at a small church conference. The topic 

was LEAD ME based on various Psalms. I preached on “Lead me to the Rock that is higher 

than I” Ps 61:2.  I also preached on “Lead us not into temptation” Matt 6:13 and “Lead me in 

the paths of righteousness” Ps 23:3. It 

was wonderful to be with brethren from 

Queensland and New South Wales and 

Victoria. We fellowshipped with many from the 

Belmore Church of Christ. We got to visit the 

Great Ocean Highway in Australia where the 12 

Apostles Rock formations are. 

Unfortunately I think there are only 7 

left but great to see those who are still 

standing. It reminds me that is what we 

must all do. Remain standing strong. (1 

Cor. 15:58) 



Recently a few of the men meet 

together for a men’s breakfast at one 

of the coffee shops. We are hoping to 

see this grow more in the months 

ahead for encouragement and 

bonding. 

On Oct. 30 we had Mel and Becky 

Latorre from Oklahoma City with us. 

Mel is on the missions Team for the 

North MacArthur church, who is one 

of our supporting churches. It was a 

blessing to have them with us and to 

share the work with them.  Mel preached 

for us and also preached at the 

Whakatane church. He also did the 

devotional at the South Pacific Bible 

College and encouraged us all. 

On Oct 25 it was exciting to see Bradly 

Hodgson baptized into Christ. Bradly 

has been attending our youth group for 

about 2 years and has been slowly 

absorbing the teaching and finally made 

up his mind that he wanted to put on 

Christ. Wonderful to see these young 

ones making that commitment. 

Please pray for his spiritual journey in 

the days and years ahead.  His 

mother came to church with him on 

Sunday for the first time so we are 

praying for her to feel a need to learn 

more about Jesus too. 



It was wonderful to be at South Auckland’s church’s 50th Anniversary in September.  John 

Staiger and Faavae Fetuao and I were with the Palmerston North church back in 1981. It 

was wonderful getting 

together 35 years later 

and to see these men 

faithful and serving the 

Lord. Palmerston North 

produced three preachers 

who are all preaching for 

the church to this day. 

We continue to thank 

God for the opportunity 

to be working full time in 

God’s Kingdom. We 

pray that what we do is 

always honoring our 

Lord. Thank you again for all who support and pray for us. 

 

Blessing 

Chris and Melinda Miller 

 

 


